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Name: Peter Kurtze; Jonathan Sager 
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Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

Monmouth Farm is recommended eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for agriculture, Criterion 
B for its association with families important in Maryland's history, and Criterion D for the potential to yield information important 
in history. The property is not eligible under Criterion C for architecture as many of the original buildings are either no longer 
extant or in poor condition. 

Historical Narrative 
Monmouth Farm reflects three centuries of Harford County's agricultural history. The property has been home to many of 
Maryland's prominent families including the Paca's, the McHenry's, and the McComas's. Though in poor condition, the 
remaining buildings on the property exemplify various eras of Harford County's agricultural history. 

The tract of land that compromises present-day Monmouth Farm has increased and decreased over the centuries as various parcels 
were bought and sold by a host of owners. A portion of the historic tract included land owned originally by John Paca, of the 
famed Paca family. Paca may have been the builder of the farm's oldest extant structures, a stone tenant house and a stone 
brewery/springhouse, both of which are still extant (Penrod 1976). 
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in 1759, the largest portion of the original estate was purchased by John Beal Barely from Henrietta Marie Delaney. Another 
early owner, William McComas, acquired 195 acres of the tract, called Gresham's College. The 1783 Tax List indicates that 
James McComas owned 305 acres of the farm (Penrod 1976). Descendants of the McComas family were associated with the 
McComas Institute, built in the vicinity of Monmouth Farm in 1867 as one of two schools established in Harford County by the 
Freedmen's Bureau in the period following the Civil War. 

Henry Ruff owned the properly from 1789 to 1794. The 1790 Census of Harford County reveals that Ruff owned ten slaves. It is 
highly probably that other property owners of Monmouth Farm owned slaves prior to emancipation. 

In 1794, a Frenchman, Augustine Ballazar Simmonet and his brother, bought a portion of the farm. In 1802, the Simmonet's sold 
the farm to another Frenchman, Jean Rene Compagnon (Weeks 1996: 55). It is likely that the oldest portion of the farm's main 
mansion was built during the period of French ownership (Penrod 1976). The large stone and brick dwelling stood on the 
property until the end of the twentieth century when it was destroyed by fire. 

In 1830, Sophia McHenry of the Ramsay family gave the farm the name Monmouth Farm to commemorate her father, Nathaniel 
Ramsey, and his participation in the Revolutionary War Battle of Monmouth (Weeks 1996: 40). The McHenry's were 
descendants of James McHenry, Secretary of War under George Washington for whom Baltimore's Fort McHenry is named. In 
the mid nineteenth century, Sophia's son, Ramsay McHenry, used Monmouth farm for a summer retreat from his primary 
residence in Baltimore. At his death in 1878, Ramsay McHenry's estate inventory revealed signs of the material success of the 
family and of the farm operation at Monmouth Farm. The inventory included marble-topped furniture, a library with "Large 
Leather Cushioned Chairs," a smoking room, glass decanters, and bronze mantle ornament. The estate continued to reflect the 
McHenry's elegant manner of living until the 1970s (Weeks 1996: 248). 

Physical Description 
Many of the buildings documented in the MIHP form for Monmouth Farm (HA 703-712) are no longer standing. These include 
the main mansion house (703), the carriage house (704), the well house (705), the smokehouse (706), the shop (709), and the shed 
(710). The stone tenant house (707) and brewery-springhouse (708) are still extant, as is the granary-corncrib (711). The massive 
stone barn (712) is in ruins. 

Despite some deterioration, the eighteenth century stone tenant house retains its basic form and many of its architectural 
elements. The one-and-one-half story structure is constructed of uncoursed fieldstone. The dwelling was built in two parts with a 
thick stone interior wall between the two sections. The gable roof retains its slate covering, but has experienced some minor 
damage due to fire. There is a stone interior end chimney topped with brick on the east elevation and a massive stone chimney on 
the west elevation. The front facade (south elevation) is four bays with two entrances. The three bay, partially engaged porch 
once attached to the south elevation is no longer intact. There is an entrance to the cellar under the former porch. Many of the 
structure's sash windows are missing. The interior features two sets of stairs and two fireplaces. 

The springhouse-brewery is southeast of the stone tenant house. A spring runs through the building and empties to the south of 
the structure. The one story structure features stonework similar to that of the tenant house. A tall stone chimney is located 
towards the southwest corner of the building. The gable roof is covered with slate. There is a small frame addition on the south 
elevation. Parts of the interior walls have been whitewashed. 

The granary-corncrib is three stories in height. A gable roof, frame structure sits on top of the first level's stone walls. Two bay 
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openings allowed wagons to drive through the first level to facilitate the loading of grain from the storage levels above. It also 
served a dual function of providing storage area for farm equipment. 

A frame, gambrel roof barn sets to the east of the granary. It sets on a stone foundation and has an asphalt shingle covered roof. 
Much of the barn's wooded siding has fallen off leaving the framing exposed to the elements. 

There is circa 1920 tenant house on the property that was not documented on the property's MIHP form. A vernacular version of 
the Craftsman style, the frame house has a hipped roof covered in slate. Its walls are sided with wood shingles. The house 
features three over one double hung sash windows. 

There is a one-room frame structure on the property that most likely served as a farm office. It has a hip roof covered in slated 
and is also sided in wood shingles. The office has a poured concrete foundation. 

The remaining walls of the stone barn still attest to the structure's massive size. Both the gable ends and side walls are 
constructed of stone. Two earthen ramps provided access to the second level. Though the roof has collapsed, hand-hewn beams 
of the original structure remain in the ruins. 

The property contains an additional tenant house that was not documented on the MIHP form. The older section of the house is 
constructed of stone, featuring quoining. It has a large stone central chimney. The fenestration on all elevations is asymmetrical. 
A raised basement is visible from the southern elevation. This elevation has a partially engaged a shed roof porch and a wide 
overhanging roof that do not date to the period of original construction. The house has a substantial modern one-and-one-half 
story frame addition on the west elevation. The gable roof of the addition is covered in asphalt shingles and features gabled 
dormers. The addition has a brick exterior end chimney. 

Penrod, Paul L. Monmouth Farm. Maryland Historical Trust. Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey. July 9, 1976. 

Weeks, Christopher. An Architectural History of Harford County, Maryland. (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 
1996) 
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Property Name: Monmouth Farm Inventory Number: HA-703 

Address: 309 West Wheel Road 

County: Harford 

City: Bel Air Zip Code: 21014 

USGS Topographic Map: Edgewood 

Owner: Arthur's Wood LLC Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: 424 Tax Map Number: 56 

Project: Arthur's Woods 

Tax Account ID Number: 01062158 

Site visit by MHT Staff: X no yes Name: 

Agency: U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (permit) 

Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes 

District Inventory Number: 

District Name: 

no Non-contributing but eligible in another context 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible X yes no 

Criteria: X A X B C D X Considerations: B C D None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: MIHP form HA-703-712 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

Monmouth Farm is recommended eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for agriculture, 
Criterion B for its association with families important in Maryland's history, and Criterion D for the potential to yield 
information important in history. The property is not eligible under Criterion C for architecture as many of the original 
buildings are either no longer extant or in poor condition. 

Historical Narrative 
Monmouth Farm reflects three centuries of Harford County's agricultural history. The property has been home to many of 
Maryland's prominent families including the Paca's, the McHenry's, and the McComas's. Though in poor condition, the 
remaining buildings on the property exemplify various eras of Harford County's agricultural history. 

The tract of land that compromises present-day Monmouth Farm has increased and decreased over the centuries as various 
parcels were bought and sold by a host of owners. A portion of the historic tract included land owned originally by John Paca, 
of the famed Paca family. Paca may have been the builder of the farm's oldest extant structures, a stone tenant house and a 
stone brewery/springhouse, both of which are still extant (Penrod 1976). 
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In 1759, the largest portion of the original estate was purchased by John Beal Barely from Henrietta Marie Delaney. Another 
early owner, William McComas, acquired 195 acres of the tract, called Gresham's College. The 1783 Tax List indicates that 
James McComas owned 305 acres of the farm (Penrod 1976). Descendants of the McComas family were associated with the 
McComas Institute, built in the vicinity of Monmouth Farm in 1867 as one of two schools established in Harford County by the 
Freedmen's Bureau in the period following the Civil War. 

Henry Ruff owned the property from 1789 to 1794. The 1790 Census of Harford County reveals that Ruff owned ten slaves. It 
is highly probably that other property owners of Monmouth Farm owned slaves prior to emancipation. 

In 1794, a Frenchman, Augustine Ballazar Simmonet and his brother, bought a portion of the farm. In 1802, the Simmonet's 
sold the farm to another Frenchman, Jean Rene Compagnon (Weeks 1996: 55). It is likely that the oldest portion of the farm's 
main mansion was built during the period of French ownership (Penrod 1976). The large stone and brick dwelling stood on the 
property until the end of the twentieth century when it was destroyed by fire. 

In 1830, Sophia McHenry of the Ramsay family gave the farm the name Monmouth Farm to commemorate her father, 
Nathaniel Ramsey, and his participation in the Revolutionary War Battle of Monmouth (Weeks 1996: 40). The McHenry's 
were descendants of James McHenry, Secretary of War under George Washington for whom Baltimore's Fort McHenry is 
named. In the mid nineteenth century, Sophia's son, Ramsay McHenry, used Monmouth farm for a summer retreat from his 
primary residence in Baltimore. At his death in 1878, Ramsay McHenry's estate inventory revealed signs of the material 
success of the family and of the farm operation at Monmouth Farm. The inventory included marble-topped furniture, a library 
with "Large Leather Cushioned Chairs," a smoking room, glass decanters, and bronze mantle ornament. The estate continued 
to reflect the McHenry's elegant manner of living until the 1970s (Weeks 1996: 248). 

Physical Description 
Many of the buildings documented in the MIHP form for Monmouth Farm (HA 703-712) are no longer standing. These 
include the main mansion house (703), the carriage house (704), the well house (705), the smokehouse (706), the shop (709), 
and the shed (710). The stone tenant house (707) and brewery-springhouse (708) are still extant, as is the granary-corncrib 
(711). The massive stone barn (712) is in ruins. 

Despite some deterioration, the eighteenth century stone tenant house retains its basic form and many of its architectural 
elements. The one-and-one-half story structure is constructed of uncoursed fieldstone. The dwelling was built in two parts 
with a thick stone interior wall between the two sections. The gable roof retains its slate covering, but has experienced some 
minor damage due to fire. There is a stone interior end chimney topped with brick on the east elevation and a massive stone 
chimney on the west elevation. The front facade (south elevation) is four bays with two entrances. The three bay, partially 
engaged porch once attached to the south elevation is no longer intact. There is an entrance to the cellar under the former 
porch. Many of the structure's sash windows are missing. The interior features two sets of stairs and two fireplaces. 

The springhouse-brewery is southeast of the stone tenant house. A spring runs through the building and empties to the south of 
the structure. The one story structure features stonework similar to that of the tenant house. A tall stone chimney is located 
towards the southwest corner of the building. The gable roof is covered with slate. There is a small frame addition on the 
south elevation. Parts of the interior walls have been whitewashed. 

The granary-corncrib is three stories in height. A gable roof, frame structure sits on top of the first level's stone walls. Two 
bay openings allowed wagons to drive through the first level to facilitate the loading of grain from the storage levels above. It 
also served a dual function of providing storage area for farm equipment. 

A frame, gambrel roof barn sets to the east of the granary. It sets on a stone foundation and has an asphalt shingle covered 
roof. Much of the barn's wooded siding has fallen off leaving the framing exposed to the elements. 

There is circa 1920 tenant house on the property that was not documented on the property's MIHP form. A vernacular version 
of the Craftsman style, the frame house has a hipped roof covered in slate. Its walls are sided with wood shingles. The house 
features three over one double hung sash windows. 
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There is a one-room frame structure on the property that most likely served as a farm office. It has a hip roof covered in slated 
and is also sided in wood shingles. The office has a poured concrete foundation. 

The remaining walls of the stone barn still attest to the structure's massive size. Both the gable ends and side walls are 
constructed of stone. Two earthen ramps provided access to the second level. Though the roof has collapsed, hand-hewn 
beams of the original structure remain in the ruins. 

The property contains an additional tenant house that was not documented on the MIHP form. The older section of the house 
is constructed of stone, featuring quoining. It has a large stone central chimney. The fenestration on all elevations is 
asymmetrical. A raised basement is visible from the southern elevation. This elevation has a partially engaged a shed roof 
porch and a wide overhanging roof that do not date to the period of original construction. The house has a substantial modern 
one-and-one-half story frame addition on the west elevation. The gable roof of the addition is covered in asphalt shingles and 
features gabled dormers. The addition has a brick exterior end chimney. 

Penrod, Paul L. Monmouth Farm. Maryland Historical Trust. Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey. July 9, 1976. 

Weeks, Christopher. An Architectural History of Harford County, Maryland. (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1996) 
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Corrections HA 703-712 

The main section of this house was probably built around 
the mid nineteenth century. It is not present on the 1798 or 
181^ tax lists. The owner, as well as architect Jim Wollon, 
believe this to be true. The middle section of the house does, 
however, match up with the information given in the 1798 Fed­
eral Tax List. This section has been greatly altered by Vic­
torian influences, but can be recognized as a l'/2-story gambrel 
roofed house of about 17^0-80. New bay windows, wide dormers 
upstairs, alter the appearance, as does a rebuilt fireplace 
and fluted columns by the bay windows. 

It should be noted that the southwestern "outside end" 
chimney, of the main section mentioned in P*.ul Penrod's report 
is incorrect and is actually part of the older, center section. 
It has been rebuilt and extended to the height of the northern 
section to prevent fires. 
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DESCRIPTION UMOZ-112^ 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED _JJNALTERED .^ORIGINAL SITE 

- G O O D _RUINS _ALTERED _MOVEO DATE. 
—FAIR -.UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This dwelling is basically a three-part house; a northeast-facing two-story stone 
structure, an adjacent one and one-half story stone and shingle addition, and a 
very recent one-story stucco wing, perpendicular to the latter addition. 

The main section has coursed rubble walls. From the northwest aspect, the building 
is three bays by one, but from the southeastern aspect it is four bays by two. There 
are only a few shutters on the windows and the windows themselves are 6 X 6 in nailed 
sashes. A joined pair of windows rest over the northeast entrance. This same doorway 
is framed in an architeave trim with a three-light transom above it. Two casement 
doors ara and a regular inset door are on the southern side of the house, with almost 
all of the hardware being replaced. These casemnehts have two-light transoms, while 
the other door has a three-light transom. The roof is gable-flank and asphalt-covered, 
with very wide eaves. A one-bay shed-roof porch covers the southeastern doorway. A 
stone platform lies below the three southwestern egresses. This; main portion has 
four original brick chimneys; two inside-ends located near the northern extreme, and 
one inside and one outside-end situated on the southern extreme. 
t *' **a £ A ft "J* 

Adjacent to the stone house is a one and one-half story addition, with stone walls 
partially covered with imbricated shingles. It has elements of Victorian and French 
architecture. Three protruding windows are located on the northeastern embrasure, 
while six openings are sited on the southeastern facade. All of the windows have 
patterned sashes, including the shed dormer openings. The eastern side of the roof hi 
a triple-window dormer and the opposite slope has two double and one triple dormers. 
A two-story shingled Victorian tower is positioned on the western side, complete 
with a pyramid cap. Just north of this is a .partially-enclosed three-bay shed porch 
containing a pedimented portal. The cellar of the southern entrance of this building 
is exposed, with a cellar door being locaWd on the lower tower wall, and southeast* 
of this is a single 6 X 6 cellar opening with a flat brick arch* A sunporch has been 
constructed onto the very end of the building. The roof is slate-covered and mansard, 
resemblibng a French style, with two elaborately corbeled brick inside-end chimneys. 
A cornice and frieze skirts this roof. 

The modern addition is one bjr two, with 8 x 8 windows, a gabled porch, and a doorway 
beneath this porch on the southeast wall. 

0!**>K 
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—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The most significant feature of this group of structures is that they are original 
and have remained intact all of these years. The brewery and octagonal smokehouse 
are quite unique among the selection of local outbuildings. Also represented here is 
the evolution of a fawn, for both first, second and third-generation outbuildings 
are present. The oldest part of the farm includes the stone tenant house and the 
brewery, both built prior to l800. One of the earlier owners of this land was William 
McComas, who acquired 195 acres of.fcfee tract called Gresham's College. The 1783 Tax 
List indicates that William's descendent, James McComas, owned 305 acres of Greaham's 
College. The largest component of the present estate was part of a 1307 acre tract 
that was purchased by a John Beal Bardley from Henrietta Marie Delaney in 1759* Still 
another portion was originally John Paca land. Paca may have most likely been the 
juilder of those two old structures. The main house and possibly the wing date from 
around l800. Two Frenchmen named Simmonnet owned the tract at the time, and this might 
•plain the French style of the southern part of the house if they did indeed build 

_<;. Frank Billingsley, who owned 200 acres of Gibson's Park.and 33 acres of Paca's 
Search in 1783, is another possible builder of the house. The farm was owned from 
18*K) until 1879. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This tract is located on Wheel Road (east side), south of Emmortpn Road. It is 
bounded by Atkinsson Resevoir property to the west, by Wheel Road to the north, 
by the Archer lands to the east and by Singer Road to the sou£h. 
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Carriage House 

It is located south of the main house, consisting of a stone structure with a slate 
gable-flank roof. The beams inside are hand-hewn and original* 

Well House T°* 
This building is sited just west of the tower of the main house. A door is on the 
east side, and two 3 X 3 windows are on the southern exposure. The roof is hip, and 
a brick inside-end chimney is situated on the southwestern corner of the roof. 

Smokehouse 10<* 
Further down the slope and west of the house is the smokehouse, an unusual octagoaally-
shaped building with a slate hip roof and vertical wood siding. A cupola is located on 
the very peak of the roof. Drying racks appear inside, as this building later served 
as a place to cure Jtobacco. It is said to be one of the only octagonal buildings of 
it's type i4 Harford County. 

Stone Tenant House**01 

This dwelling is constructed of uncoursed fieldstone, and is a "short" two stories. 
It measures four bays by two, with 6 x 6 windows and k X k attic windows on the 
eastern and western extremes. There are four double sets of 2 X 2 windows on the 
southern face of the second floor, although there are hardly any openings at all on 
the northern side. Most of the windows have stone lintels, and the sashes and frames 
have been replaced. Two doors are situated on the southern side, and a cellarwguy is 
on the same side, located under the floor of a three-bay shed porch. The roof of the 
house is slate and gable-flank, with an underlying soffit. Chimneys are sited at both 
ends of the structure; the eastern one being a brick flush-end and the western one 
being a stone flush end. 

Brewery-springhouse 
This is positioned southeast of the stone tenant house. It has thick, uncoursed stone 
walls. A single doorway and window are on the western side.;as the spring runs right 
through a portion of the building that was probably used for the cooling of milk. The 
gables of the building are covered with wood shingles, and the structure is capped 
with a slate, gable-flank roof. A frame stable has been built on to the southern 
end, and a tall stone chimeny is built near the southeast corner of the roof. Part 
of this structure was allegedly used as a brewery. 

The shop and shed 1 ^ A 

These are second-generation farm buildings and stand near the the two gambrel-roofed 
barns. They are quite typical structures, having vertical board and batten siding. 
The shop has 6 x 6 windows. Both roofs are gable flank. 

The firanary-corncrib 1X̂  
This building occupies the space between the parallel pairs of barns. It is a three-
story building, the first being of stone and the other two being of vwfcical siding. 
It has a gable-flan^ slate roof. 

The Barn 1<U 
This is a quite massive building, actually consisting of two barns attached together. 
The walls are stone almost throughout, and an inordinate amount of windows appear on 
the southern iside* A causeway leads up to the main doorway on the northern facade* 
The roof is slate gable-flank and the interior support beams are both pegged and 
notched, consisting of hand-hewn timbers and logs. 



HA-703 thru 712 
TITLE SEARCH 

Libre Folio 

GCB 259 237 In 1 9 ^ , Percy Ballantine conveyed to James McLean 262K acres 
and 18J4 perches. 

SWC 225 too In 1953 the Safe Deposit and TrtiBt Company of Baltimore, acting 
as a trustee for the estate of Alexander S. Bell, sold 260 acres 
to Percy Ballantine. 

ALJ 38 352 In 1879, Stevenson Archer sold to Margaret Bell a tract consisting 
of Gibson's Park, Paca's Search, Clagett's Forest, Gresham's 
College and other lands. These lands had been owned by Ramsey 
McHenry after the death of Sophia McHenry in 187^. 

HD 22 313 l.In l8to, Matthew Kennard conveyed 260 acres of Gibson's Park and 
33 acres of Paca's Search to Sophia McHenry. 

HD Q 31 a.Jean Rene Compagnon sold the property to Isaac Kennard in 1802. 

JLG % 25Q Augustine Ballazar Simmonnet transferred the property to Jean 
Rene Compagnon in 1802. 

JLG L 328 In 179^, Henry Ruff conveyed the tracts to the Simmonnet Brothers. 

JLG K 370 In 1789, Frank Billingslea conveyed the tract to Henry Ruff. The 
grantor obtained the land from John Paca. 

HD 11 kSO b.Matthew Kennard obtained 233 acres of Paca's Search and Gibson's 
Park from Ebeneezer N. Allen in 1828. Allen acquired the tract 
from Isaac Kennard as a result of a land suit* 

HD 30 115 2.George M McComas transferred six acres and 82 perches to Sophia 
McHenry in l8Mf, this land being part of Gresham's College. 

HD 31 206 J«Charles S. Sewell sold 16 acres of Vesuvius and Clagett's Forest 
to Sophia Mc-Henry in 18^5* 

HD 5 ^22 Joshua Guyton, sheriff, sold 15 acres to Chables S. Sewell in 
1822. Guyton had been holding the land after Benjamin Richardson 
sued James McComas for debts in l8l*t, 

HD Y 71 In l8l4, Charles McComas sold 12 acres of Gresham's College to 
James McComas* 

HD S 66 William McComas sold sections of Clagett's Forest and Gresham's 
College to ffames McComas in 1805. 

HD X 116 In 1812, Nathaniel Hollingsworth sold 9 acres and two perches 
to James McComas* 

HD S *f02 William Stewart sold Nathaniel Hollingsworth 1307 acres in 1806. 
This land was conveyed to Stewart by John Beal Bardley in l800, 
who in turn received it from Henrietta Marie Delaney in 1759 
(Baltimore County Land Recordsi) Libre BT k. Folio ^2). 

m 



Hk-lOZ-112-

Libre Fo l io 

HDG 32 k9 if.In I8if6, Colemaa G i l l o t t , t r u s t e e , sold'7^aBrBer of"Qiagfetf »s 
fdrest to Sophia McHenry. 

HD V 372 In 1810, Isaac Kennard purchased the acreage from James Maddox. 
Maddox also sold three acres and 29 perches to James McComas 
(Libre HD V, Folio 37*0. 

HDG 3k 219 5. In 18^8, Lycurgus W. Lee sold 200 acres of Gibson's Chance 
to Sophia McHenry. 

HD 7 186 In 1823, Cassandra Wilson and others transferred the tract 
to William D. Lee, 
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Monmouth Smokehouse HA-706 
Wheel Road 
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Emmorton, MD 
Paul Penrod 7/76 
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